The Principles of Croatian Nationalism 
The Ideology of the Croatian Party of Rights and 
Croatian Schools of Thought 


What is a Croat? 


Croatia is located in the center of history, the border between east and west. 
As aresult of Croatia’s beautiful, fertile and rich culture, with an ideal 
geopolitical position and geographical location, it has been blessed (or 
cursed) by being culturally enriched by first the Romans, then the Byzantines, 
followed up by the Venetians, Hungarians, Austrians and Ottomans. This has 
resulted in, for example, the average Splicanin’. That is, a man wearing a 
turban and speaking a form of Croatian mixed with the old romance language 
of Dalmatia whilst shopping at a bazaar. 


There is an old saying that all European nations are mixed, this applies ten 
times more to the Balkans. So what is identity in the Balkans? 


' Citizen or someone who is from Split 


Croatia and Croatian Identity 


Prior to the 18th or 19th century, before the rise of nationalism and the 
concept of a national identity, the world was divided into clans, tribes, 
regions, dialects etc. Tribal identity is alive and well in Croatia, there are still 
surnames out there that can be traced back to specific villages, people, and 
tribal affiliations. For example there are many Croatian surnames that can be 
traced to Kurdish and Yezidi tribes”. Another example is from when we were 
driving through the island of Bra¢. There I was informed that each village 
had its own distinct dialect. The villages in question had probably 200-300 
people living there, these villages are separated by maybe a few small hills 
and some rocks, all situated on one small island. Furthermore, DNA studies 
show that people from different villages on Bra¢ have totally different 
genetics’. This is only one example out of many. 


The best way to know how the Croatian identity came about is to understand 
why Serbs live in Croatia. Historically, there has been no historical record of 
Serbian presence in Croatia or Bosnia. The only Orthodox minority present in 
those areas were the Vlachs, who were descendants of Romanians, not Serbs 
or Slavs. The Vlachs became Serbs on account of their religion, Orthodoxy. 
We can say the same about Croats with Catholicism. 


Two of the greatest Croats of all time weren’t purely Croatian. Ante 
Starcéevié’s mother was an ethnic Serb and Josip Jelacic’s mother was an 
ethnic German. A good example of this is Mladen Schwartz, who was born 
into a family of Jewish Communists in Belgrade. He apostatized from 
Judaism, fought against Yugoslavia, Greater Serbia and Communism. 


? Read Anomalous and Kurdish Surnames in Croatia by Joseph Amyot Padjan 
3 Roberts DF, Noor ZM, Papiha SS, Rudan P. Genetic variation in Brac, Croatia. Ann Hum Biol. 1992 
Nov-Dec;19(6):539-57. doi: 10.1080/03014469200002372. PMID: 1476411. 


Schwartz dedicated his life to the Croatian struggle and became one of the 
most radical thinkers in Croatian right-wing circles. 

So in conclusion, what makes a Croat is not necessarily blood or ethnicity, it 
is a state of mind, an ideology. Infact, Star¢éevi¢c explicitly taught that the 
Croatian nation is based on the shared experience of its inhabitants, not 
ethnicity, race or religion. 


“For us, any Croat who fights for any kind of Yugoslavia is a traitor to 
the Croatian people. Because it is after all, the destruction of the 
teachings of Otac Domovine’, Ante Staréevi¢. The Croatian Party of 
Rights will lead the Croatian people to realize the teachings of Ante 
Starcéevic and finally create a Croatian state.” 


In the eyes of Croatian nationalists, any ideology that goes against the 
teachings of Ante Staréevi¢ takes away your status as a Croat. The only way 
to establish a true Croatian state is through the teachings of Ante Star¢éevic. In 
the next section we will talk about the teachings of Ante Staréevic. 


4 Father of the Homeland 


Starcevican Croatian Nationalism 


In this section I will talk about the teachings of Ante Staréevic and his 
followers who are referred to as Starcevicans. These people exclusively 
follow the teachings of Ante Star¢evic and not his successors or the different 
schools of thought within Croatian nationalism. 


It is said that Star¢evicism goes beyond the political party because it 
represents the spiritual core of the Croatian nation. There can be Staréevicans 
in all Croatian political parties. 


Ante Staréevié’s Early Life 


Ante was a tall man, with striking facial features, lush dark hair, and black 
eyes. In the Star¢evic home life was strictly followed according to the 
traditions of Lika, the Croatian region from which he was from. In Lika, 
especially the western foothills where Staréevi¢ was raised, every stone there 
could tell legends. From an early age he was taught to love his homeland. At 
the early age of thirteen, he went to Karlobag with his uncle Sime. There he 
was given his political understandings and views, respect for tradition and 
opposition to innovations. Uncle Sime saw that Ante was a very intelligent 
child and was able to convey to people who listened. 


Starcevic’s greatest merit was that he was the first to clearly see and 
formulate the demands of the Croatian nation, that is to have a national 
identity and free, independent state. 


Ante Staréevié sacrificed his life for this goal, as well as his family, social 
position, wealth, and personal prosperity for an independent State of Croatia. 


or79 


Strossmayer Versus Starcevic (Including Staréevic’s 
Anti-Clericalism) 


The first opposition to Star¢evié and Croatian nationalism was Strossmayer’s 
group. Strossmayer couldn’t live the past of the Croatian nation because he 
neither inherited it through blood or accepted the tradition as an integral part 
of his existence. For Strossmayer was foreign to every land, he had no roots, 
his identity was Christian universalism. Starcevi¢ and all Croatian 
nationalists must be religious, for without tradition there is no Croatia. I 
previously talked about StarCevic’s respect for tradition and opposition to 
innovations. The Croatian nation is built on tradition and religion. In a speech 
by Ante Paradzik, great Croatian martyr and Croatian Party of Rights leader 
in the 1990s said that the Croatian people are Catholics and Muslims, not 
Communists. Referring to the fact that Communists are atheist and are 
antithetical to tradition. In fact, Communists are no better than Christian 
universalists because they (Communists) seek to destroy the nation, all 
traditions and religion so that the proletariat can be united worldwide. This is 
the same with Yugoslavists as well. 


The difference between Strossmayer and Staréevic is the separation between 
church and state. Throughout history, the Vatican had all power across 
Europe, every nation and people had to ask for the Pope’s permission to 
decide their destiny. If the Catholic Church ran the Croatian state, it would 
just be another puppet state run by foreigners. 


The Croatian Party of Rights and Starcevic’s supreme principal was that the 
Croatian people must only trust in God for their rights and their strength, he 
thus created the motto: Bog i Hrvati 


Natural Croatia (Includes the Status of Muslims) 


Ante Staréevic’s ultimate goal was establishing a Croatian state: Hrvatska od 
Sulte do Drine! 


There are two types of Croat, someone who is fully 
Croatian or 2 Croatian, meaning Croatians who 
inherit their traditions through blood. The other 
Croat is someone who picks up the Croatian banner, 
adopts its culture and traditions, and dedicates his 
life to the Croatian struggle. The map that is being 

' shown is referred to as natural Croatia, i.e the land 
where Croats are indigenous to. That is, the entirety of modern-day Croatia, 
Vojvodina (which has a large Croatian Catholic minority), Boka Kotorska 


(also for its large Croatian population), Bosnia because of its Muslim 
population, and Sandzak, also for its Muslim population. 


Starcevié considers the Muslims to be Croats who converted during Ottoman 
times to avoid taxes. This assessment by Staréevi¢ is based on fact. 


“Regarding the roots of Bosnians, Dodan notes that Bosnia is 
historically a Croatian land, that Bosnia belonged to Croatia in the early 
medieval times, that the majority of Bosnian population used to be and 
are still Croats, and that medieval Bosnian kings were ethnic Croats. 
Even their surnames end in "-an". Dodan quotes Draganovic's and 
Mandic's research according to which 95 % of Muslims and 30% of 
Serbs are actually Croats. He also elucidates the Iranian roots of the 
Croatian people (Dodan 1994).” 


Conclusion of Starcevicism 


Starcevi¢ was not a radical or held fanatic beliefs. He only strived for a 
radically free and independent Croatian state. Meaning the concept of a 
Croatian state free from all foreign rule. Free culturally and legally as a state. 


What defines Croatian nationalism will be the schools of thought that came 
out of the teachings of Ante Staréevi¢. After Staréevié, Milan Sufflay was 
next to form Croatian nationalism. 


Milan Sufflay 


After Staréevié came Dr. Milan Sufflay, to elaborate on the philosophy of 
Croatian nationalism. Since the Croatian identity had matured so much, 
Staréevié could form it with words and Sufflay could dress it up in 
philosophical clothes. Sufflay's work is of immense importance, nationalism 
without philosophy is only pseudo-nationalism. 


In his works, Sufflay presented the meaning of the Croatian people, Croatian 
country and the Croatian struggle, and defined our national identity. He 
speaks from history and says who we Croats really are and what our role 
really is. 


We are here on the border of Europe and European civilisation, that we are 
there, where the gap between two worlds, East and West, has broken, that we 
are on the dead end of European thought and European civilisation. - and that 
is actually the meaning of the Croatian people. All his duties and all his tasks, 
all his values and all his meaning derive from this fact. 


The writings of Milan Sufflay influenced Ante Pavelié and the UstaSa 
movement. In the book, Hrvatsko Pitanje, Pavelic¢ states: 


“A thousand years ago, the Croat people had already chosen the 
Western Culture and civilization. Standing on the border between East 
and West, it successfully defended this border, despite great sacrifices, 
against Byzantine and Turkish attacks in a struggle lasting for 
centuries, fighting in its own defense, but also in defense of all Europe. 
During these thousand years, the Croats stood on one side and the 
Serbs on the other of a frontier which also forms the border between 
Western Civilization and the Orient... .” 


The Ideology of the UstaSe Movement 


UstaStvo, or UstaSa-ism, is the natural final phase of Croatian nationalism, 
which is born from the bloody need of the Croatian people to preserve itself, 
and by that to preserve itself for Europe. 


Paveli¢ breaks from Staréevi¢ on a couple of major points. That is, Paveli¢ 
turns Croatian identity into something racial and from something democratic 
and peaceful to something militant and anti-democratic. 


Very famously, In 1932, an editorial in the first issue of the UstaSe 
newspaper, signed by Ante Pavelic¢, proclaimed that violence and terror 
would be the main means for the UstaSe to attain their goals: 


The KNIFE, REVOLVER, MACHINE GUN and TIME BOMB; these 
are the idols, these are bells that will announce the dawning and THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF CROATIA. 


We can say that UstaStvo is a productive and offensive form of Croatian 
nationalism. The task of an Usta§Sa is: 


1. To defend and protect the Croatian nation in freedom and statehood, 
because this is the only safest and most complete form in which the Croatian 
nation can be preserved and defended. 


2. The task of the UstaStvo is to establish equality of work and pay, equality 
of rights and duties. This task is the social duty of the UstaSa. 


3. The task of the UstaSe is to preserve the religious and moral traditions of 
the Croatian people. This task is the ethical duty of the UstaSa. 


The UstaSa is a revolutionary fighter who voluntarily and consciously fights 
for the lofty goals of complete freedom and independence of the Croatian 
people and the Croatian state within its historical and natural boundaries 
based on Croatian state law and the realization of social justice, order and 
progress in the free State of Croatia. 


The UstaSa is a man of the people, the Croatian people. He is the child of a 
peasant and a worker, a descendant of the peasants and insurgents Matija 
Gupac and Matija Ivanic. Therefore, the UstaSa must never forget his home 
and his family. The UstaSa must always be polite and approachable and must 
never forget that the peasant and the worker are the foundations of the 
Croatian state, who hold the Croatian state with their work and defend the 
Croatian state with their arms. 


The HSP Re-Established in 1990 


In many of his opening speeches, Dobroslav Paraga says the following: 


"Dear Croats and Croats, on behalf of the oldest Croatian party, the 
party of Croatian pride, the party of state rights, the party of the Father 
of the Fatherland, the party of the Poglavnik, Dr. Ante Pavelic¢ - The 
Croatian Party of Rights! I greet you: God and Croats, and for home 
(audience answers: ready! )!" 


The modern day HSP brings all forms of Croatian nationalism together, from 
Staréevic zealous zeal to Pavelic’s militancy. This has resulted in basically 
sectarian war. Just like Communists arguing over who has the correct 
interpretation of Marxist teaching, modern day Pravaii> fight over who has 
the correct interpretation of Starcevic’s teachings. 


The main HSP party was taken from Dobroslav Paraga in a coup d'etat by 
cartoonishly stereotypical Balkan narcissist and ultra-fascist, Ante Dapic. 
Paraga then started his own party, HSP 1861, named after the date the 
original HSP was founded, hinting that Paraga’s party is the only authentic 
party. HCSP always had differences with HSP, even before it split. A-HSP 
was founded for the sole purpose of united all of the HSP parties I mentioned 
above. 


5 A name for people who hold the ideology of the Croatian Party of Rights 


